LEWES

shocked eighteenth century opinion, was a Lewes exciseman
and tobacconist, who lived at Bull House, the corner of which,
adorned with grinning satyrs, still stands at the top of Bull
Lane.

In the days of the Regency, Lewes became infected with
the gaiety of its fashionable neighbour Brighton. The Prince
Regent appears on the scene, attending the Lewes race-
meetings, taking a wager to drive a coach down the impossibly
steep slope of Keere Hill and visiting his friend, Sir John
Lade, who lived in Lewes* Sir John, who had the appearance
and tastes of a jockey, rode the Prince's horses in the races,
acted as coachman on his barouche and had charge of the
royal stables. With the death of George IV Lewes returned
once more to its sober life as a county town* Cobbett visiting
Lewes in 1852 praised the town as * a model of solidity and
neatness. The buildings all substantial to the very out-
skirts ; the shops nice and clean ; the people well-dressed;
and, though last not least, the girls remarkably pretty, as indeed
they are in most parts of Sussex; round faces, features small,
little hands and wrists, plump arms and bright eyes/